Data were collected and analyzed with a personal computer with the Symphony software program (Lotus Development Corp., Cambridge, Mass.). The sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values, and prevalence were determined by using the reference result (8). The identities of patients were kept confidential.
Yersinia enterocolitica has been recognized as a cause of acute and chronic gastroenteritis (9) . In a recent study, performed in the area of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, Yersinia spp. were isolated from 11.4% of patients examined (5 Data were collected and analyzed with a personal computer with the Symphony software program (Lotus Development Corp., Cambridge, Mass.). The sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values, and prevalence were determined by using the reference result (8) . The identities of patients were kept confidential.
Over the period of study, 183 Yersinia isolates were identified to the species level. Our overall correct identification rate was 90% (Table 1) . For the API code numbers 1154733, 1154773, and 1155773, multiple errors were made. We examined individual biochemical tests to see where the problems were arising in identification. Errors which affected identification of species were made only in three tests: inositol, rhamnose, and melibiose. In assessing the significance of these errors, we found that the positive predictive values for inositol and rhamnose were acceptable at 99 and 94%, but melibiose had a positive predictive value of 10%. Fifty percent of the errors for melibiose could be corrected with repeat testing with a 48-h incubation, and most of these errors involved Y. intermedia. Special care should be taken in the reading of these three sugars, and the instructions of the manufacturer should be followed. Archer et al. found that the inability to ferment melibiose and rhamnose at 37°C resulted in most of their incorrect identifications (1). Punsalang et al. found delayed utilization of rhamnose, melibiose, and citrate to be a problem in identification of Y. intermedia (7) .
In a similar study of 105 isolates of Yersinia spp., Archer et al. found overall identification rates of 51% at 37°C, 66% J. CLIN. MICROBIOL. 
